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           There was once a woodcutter who lived with his wife and six children in a 

cabin at the edge of the forest. Every morning he took his donkey and cart and went 

into the forest to chop down trees. Every evening he returned with the cart filled 

with logs. 

 His wife sold the logs for firewood in the nearby town, and in this way they 

managed to make a living, though with eight hungry mouths to feed, there was little 

left over for luxuries. 

 Tom was the oldest of the six children, and one day his father said to him… 
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