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      The king was unhappy, and for a very good reason. He had been at war with the 

kingdom next to his for over a year. He had expected to win easily, but alas, he was 

now losing the war. How it began was a matter of dispute and had been from the 

start. Each side blamed the other for starting it. Each side vowed it would never 

surrender.  

        The men and women of the king’s court did their best to cheer him up. If there 

was a scrap of good news, they rushed to bring it to him at once.  
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